
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section H: Officer Comments/Recommendation April 2023 
King George V Playing Fields 

 
Regulation 59 (1) of the CIL Regulations state that CIL can be spent on the provision, improvement, replacement, 
operation or maintenance of infrastructure/ to increase the capacity of existing infrastructure or to repair failing 
infrastructure if that is necessary to support development. 
 
The Regulation 123 List (which was approved by Council following the independent examination of the CIL Charging 
Schedule) sets out the types of infrastructure that CIL will be spent on and includes open spaces, play areas, and 
sports and leisure facilities. Although the Regulation 123 List was superseded (in 2020) by the Infrastructure Funding 
Statement it still provides the Council’s approach. 
 
Strategic CIL can be spent anywhere within the district, it is not bound by the area of development where funds are 
received. CIL receipts for the Sarratt area are limited, however, King George V Playing Fields is visited by the wider 
community making this an important recreational site. It is the only public open space with children’s play 
equipment within the Sarratt area and the equipment was originally erected in 1975. Although there has been 
various upgrades since then it only caters for primary school aged children. The current equipment is failing and 
requires increased levels of maintenance each year to ensure the apparatus is safe to use. This is in effect false 
economy. 
 
The Open Space Sport and Recreation Study (2018) is part of the evidence for the Local Plan which identifies areas 
for improvement/provision to support development in the District. 
 
The most up to date OSSR 2018 identifies the quality criteria for open space of which two points are: 

 Equipment and facilities, e.g. adequacy and maintenance of provision such as seating, bins, toilets, etc. 

 Maintenance and cleanliness, e.g. condition of general landscape & features 
 
and the value criteria for open space: 

 Amenity benefits and a sense of place, e.g., attractive places that are safe and well maintained; helping to 
create specific neighbourhoods and landmarks 

 



The quality and value threshold for open space provision for children and young people is set to a minimum of 65%, 
however, King George V Playing Fields score was 51%  back in 2018 so will undoubtedly be lower now. (Table 7.4 of 
the report refers) 
 
Additionally, Section 7.5 of the report (Value) states: 

 It is also important to recognise the benefits of play in terms of healthy, active lifestyles, social inclusion and 
interaction between children plus its developmental and educational value. The importance of play and of 
children’s rights to play in their local communities is essential. 
 

The Corporate Framework 2023-26 identifies the need for sustainable communities. To support and enable 
sustainable communities Three Rivers DC will: 

 Improve the wellbeing of our residents by reducing Health Inequalities and bringing health services into the 
heart of the communities 

 Maintain and, where possible expand our leisure and cultural offer 
 
The equipment has served its purpose and it’s now time to reinvest with a new multi-activity playground for children 
of all ages and younger teenagers within and around Sarratt. The replacement and upgrade would be in keeping with 
the high standard set by TRDC. 
 
Recommendation: 
The total cost of the project is stated as being £184,000. Sarratt Parish Council are to provide £14,000. from their CIL 
receipts leaving the balance of £170,000. to be provided from Three Rivers DC. 
 
The infrastructure meets the legal definition and new/improved facilities relate to the development within TRDC. 
 
CIL monies of £170,000. can be used for the following: 

 Replacement of existing children’s play equipment with new multi activity playground for children of all ages 
and younger teenagers. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


